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of Living in Foland

For the pest four months Polish offisials have been explaining why the
E-Year Plan (1949-1955) failed to rasie the standard of living for a majority
of the workers. On 31 December 1955 Hilary Minc, f‘ir&t Deputy Premier, delivered
a long and rather defensive report on Folish failures in the S-Yemr Flan. O
6 April, Biwerd Ochab, the new Party First Secretary, explained in some detall
whythepa;t six yesrs in Foland have been so sustere and aifficult. ‘Ke
ut%r.ﬁ;utad most of the trouble to agriculture and declared thet a subemtigl
rise in agriculture production would be necesssry before any impressive
improvement in the standerd of living could be aechieved.

Beexrly &1l Polish reports on living standerds mh?aime the great effcrt
that bas gone into incressing militery power. The production in Poland of
tanks enﬂ. reﬁ!ar instalilations is pointed to with prié.e even though it is ad-
mitted that these accomplishments deprdved other infustrial units of first-class
enginsers and techniclens. M. Ochab ou 6 April ststed that dsfense investments
can now be reduced and military expenditures will be cut wherever posaible.
According to Polsih officials the money thus aaved will be used for veges
and pensions.

e 6-Yesr Plan provided for a 40 percent incresse in reel wages. The
government has claimed sn increase of only 26 to 27 percent but several Seju
deputies hm'a challenged these figures &2 too high. The @mt dsfends its
figures by pointing out that they represent an everage increase. Some industries
have had substantial mm:a in wages. Highest wages- over 20,500 zlotys -

were paid lest yemr in the cosl indusiry; workers in the ‘fmmdry industiry received
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15,500 zlotys. BSuch wages, however, are paid to only a minority of the WOrKers.

Iin eémmiicm and the health service a considersble muber esrn less than 500
glotys s month. The govermment defends such low wages by contending that beceuse
of its limited rescurces it has been lmpossible to improve the 1iving standard of
those who are employed in the less critical sectors of the economy.. Follsk
officials a@i‘b this mesns that the standerd of living has changed little, if
any, for the majority of workers.

The Polish government has promised & S,OOD,@G,OOO gloty anrme in total
wages to be paid to Polish workers this year but how much this will increase
m wages is s guestion. Effective 1 May the mintmum monthly ™dxy weges" ere
4o be relsed from 364 ziotys to 500. According to M. Ochab, wages will be
raised this yemr for 3,400,000 of Poland's 6,500,000 workers. Folish officials,
however, wre alrealy expressing regret that the proposed raise will be so insde-
quate, but regard it es ipeviteble considering the limitations of the Polish
economy. The bm:ta\h iesders sre stressing the need for more thorough political
training and better understanding of difficult ecancmic mg‘blemﬁ. -‘m this vay it
n‘m that the grumbling housewives and low-peid worikers will mrsm why
the Five.Yesr Plan cannot perform miracles for the consumer.

Mwimsﬁdaweityefmmﬁmnmm now very much in evi-
m in ?a&and The eloty is nominslly worth $.25 but its purchesing power
is mach less, especially if it i used to cbtain conswuer goods. For exsuple,

& suit of clothes costs 2000 zlotys in Poland. Thmt mﬁns that for clothing

mmmmzenmtktn1Mtﬁmtomtal. On such items ss

\ Approved For Release 5’0’60“/03;23 Lig
Gl

N

-RDP61S00137A0001 00090658-8

o w:":?'ﬁ\ o




Approved For Relaase_2000/0 1S00°r37A000100090058-8

frreiel

giik stockings the ratio rises o 200 to 1. However, if the comsumer in buying
ssusage the ratic &wops to 16t l. In addition to high prices the better quality
consumer goods are usually unavailable to the sverage consumer. gpecinl retall

stores cater only to the privileged groups in Polend and this benefits & mgusihle

muder.
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Economy et Retail Fesl Bet Retail Rea)

{m slotys mmy Pricas and Vagos Momthly Prices and Vages
Yoar poxr month) , Services , Woges  Boxviess g/ @ gf
19k Bh7.29 100 100 200 \
1950 540.51 120.8 107.6 112.3 Y 120.8 107.6 u2.3 ¥
1951 .8 132.3 117.8 12,3 109.5  109.5 100.0
1952 ahb.01 1450 13%.9 1067 108.8 14,5 95.0
1953 11: 3k 203.7¢ 1904 105.8 Y 1m.5 ¢ 2.6 99.2
1958 G67.2% 216,2 180.5 19.7 3061 93.8 131 %
1955 1009.54 205.7 176.7 1271.6 ¥ o4k 979 106.6 &/

Trybuns Ho. 33, 3 Pebruary 1956, "How the Increass of the
Henl Wapes g m;m in the Iamt 8ix ‘!‘m”, (ei'ﬁuigi

&%memmwmm‘memmmémmtww-

&' This sggears to be st vartance with the decree of Jamary 3, 1953 by which meny
wages were inoressed an average of 25 percent.

& previous officiel otatemont gove this as & 5 percent insresss.

mwmmw»umiwmwﬁ {not 13.1%)
and a & pereent, mot s 6.6 psrcemt increasc for 1955.

v/

-

L

£/ Instroducing the corrections indicated by footmotes b/, MQ,MMWM@
for 1955 vould be 116.7 not 127.6. The 1955 real wage than 127.6 {113.8}
mﬂ%ﬁm&mﬁwmﬂ%wuﬁwammmw&?

@/ Computed from index on 1947 base as glven in source a/.
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